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A NARRATIVE OF 
Loves Procress. 


Conſecrated to the honoured fame of his 
much valued Friends 


oO Abraham Cullen : : 


AND 
Ms, Abigail Ruſbont- . 
The bleſt Objef#s of this Triumphant 


Solemniry': To whom I wiſh a Life enduring conti- 
nuance of .this' Dayes felicity , whilſt I remain obliged 
to the Honavr of Their eſpeciall favowrs, and 
reſt their moſt humble £c-vant 
L,. L£. 


Dems nobis bec otia fecit.. 
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EPITHALAMIUM: 


| | OR, | 
A Nuptiall SonG, with a Narrative 
of Loves progreſſc : Conſecrated tothe honoured fame. 
of His much valued Friends, M'. ABRaHam CuLLEN, 
and M”. AB1GA1L Rugnour, the bleſt 0bje&s of 
this Triumphant Solemnity : To whom Iwiſh 
a Life- enduring continuance of rhis : 
; Dayes felicity, 2/6 
Whilſt 1 #emain' obliged 10 the Honour of Their 
eſpeciall favours, and reſt their moſt 
| - bumble Servant © 
. . LEONARD LaAuRENCE. 
Mn Hal {ngels leave their glorious 07bs & Spher, 
=IF@ And with the Geds vouchſafeto frolick here 
JP. Shall ro the glory of this famous Day, 
SA =CFS So many Friends as Yotaries, freely pay 
ERA T he tribure of rheir love, and repreſent 
Their fouls in Courtſhip, wiſhing ſweet content, 
With marchleſs pleaſures, copiouſly to flow 
Spring-tydes of bl;ſs, till roa Seathey grow + 
Of pure delight; (on which,whilſt Zephyrs milde 
Ingroſs the waves, like YJenws great with childe : 
Her wel-rigg'd Pinnace, trim'd with Cambrick Sails, 
And pre” Anchors, wantons in the galcs.) 
And I reſt filent, asmy thoughts were grown 
A lump of Ice, wrapt in the fi 


rigid Zoxe, 


No, /ove forbid, I e're ſhould perperrare 
A crimeſo great, as not to celebrate 


This ſolemn Feſtival with all the beſt, 

And choiceſt Honowrs lodged in mybreſt. 
For in this Chryſall Region, 'where the/ Sup, 
In cach fair Madaws eyemolt brightly burns. | 
Should T remain cqngeal'd, and in ſuch fires 4 
Not ſtreight diſſolve, and fountain forth defires: - - 
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The World might judge (and ſaqn reſt ſatish'd, 
Since Ice will melt) my breſt was petreff'd: 

And fic for no expreſſion: which conceirt 

Fle vindicate:and ſhew thar Ias great 

Reſpec?, and honour, cordially intend, 

Without preſuesptian, 254 necrer friend, 
Thethought of which inflames my ſoul with wiſhes, 
My fencie's fier'd by th"infufing Kiſſes | 
Of yo'nilluſtrious Yirgin,in whoſe eyes, 
Inſconc'ſt in Diawmenas, a whole 4ray lies 
Ofbeautcous Xhetorique, which might well perſwade 
A flintie Atherit, Heaven toinvade " | 
With ebſecretions: that his power would: plcaſc 

To crown that fair one, with perperuall caſc. 

But here, methinks, I'me askr, 'what that I mean 
By this large Prologue, how 1 lay my Scene: 

Or what theſe words imply, as Zoveand Wrjhes, 
Eods, Angels, Sphars, content, and am'rowe Kiſſes, 
Why know th'are arrributes, chat do belong 
Toperfet up this day a aupriad ſong: 

The which I conſecrateunto 2 pair, | 

Of Lovers chaſtas is rhe chryfall ayre:- 

Whoſe gez'rows ſouls like Turteds ſymy hatize, 
Whilſt Zove draws. prttares in their amrous cyes; 
Whoſe draught, in time, may guideborh her, and him, 
When to the life, rhey undereaketo limme. 

Ar this the heavens ſmile, th'armoxiows Sphars 

As intheir 0765s, move in my 7avifht ears, 

And with melodious Anthems, (weedy chime 
Delighrfull welcomes, to this wiſhe for time : 
'Tisall gaudeamws, Lutesand Viols play : 

Andall ſolemnize Hymens holy day: 

Obſervable, even. from the yourhfull prime; 

And infancy of long cominuing time: : 

When pregnant Nazare pinn'd on Adam's fleeve, 

A pretty thing toplay wich,called Zwe, 

Wiom he imbrac't, and finding that the' Bride, : 
Was caken thence, &nelog'd herby his fide. . | 


The 


The parallel, this day will make appear, _ 
The names but alter'd; ſucha Wedazne's here; 
Ordain'd by vertuous Leve, wholerule allows 

A ſacred Hymen, toinroll chairvows : ' 

Free from fantaſtick paſſion , which bereaves 
Fudgment of reaſon, and the ſoul deceives.. 
*Tis Apiſh love, thar by a fubtile Arr ; 
Flies through the eyes, and Yulturs on the heart: 
Camelion courtſhip, ſubje& to the fate 

Of flaſhic Lighraing, which expirerh ſtreighe 
Flames of that Nat#re donor Metor here, 
Sincere Afﬀetions ſolid are, and clear, 

; For thafethat withareverent fear approach, 

- T' inflame their lamps at Hymens ſacred rorch: 
Shall beacon forth roall the world their bright 
And ſplendent glory, which ſhall know no night. + 
Bur all this white, where doth great Hymwen ſtay, 
Step prethce Cuprd, call the God away: © 
For all things eHein their decorum ftand, 
Deſign'd and order'd by thy mothers hand. 
He's onely wanting, prerhee therefore run, 
Thou ſhalt have ſweet-mears when 'thou do'ft return. 
For then thopmai'ft ar leafure freely fip 
Conſerve of Roles, from each Ladje'slip. | 
I have my wilh , he's juſtarriv'd, the flame 
Of his bright Tapers, verifies the ſame. 

Our Bridegroom tollows like a riſing Sun: 

His chariot wheels like T:#a»'s (witely run: 

_ Whoas he hurties through the chry#all Globe 
To kifle his The##, in her fea-green Robe: | 

Preſents our Bridegroom: how his worth dorh pace 
With aGve ſpeed, his Faireſt to. imbrace. 

Which that he may rwo ſparleſſe Yirgins guide 
His welcomepreſence, where his matchleſle Bride 
(Like chaſt D:ans 'mongſt her Nymphs )doth tend 
The wiſhr for entrance, of fo dear a friend 
Wholebleſt appearance doth delight her fa, | 
Thar inatricea ſpring of _ grow "__ 
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Fn her freſh cheeks: then ſealing on hethand 
His morningthoughts, a whileboth wondring ftahd 
As extafp's, with the extream exceſſe - 
- Oftrheir unired muruall happjneſſe. | 
Which ragore paſt, from-her ſweer lips he ſups- 
A dram of Ne&ar,and ripe cherries plucks. 

(Oh miracle of love ! I cax't remember, 

Lever ſaw ſuch fruic in cold December.) 
Then takes his leave, and kiſſiag ofher hand 

Two of his #rain, that there appointed ſtand, 
ReſpeRively their humble ſervice tender, 

And with a kiſſe, reccive his ſweet ſurrender. | 
What want wethen? the Naptiall God doth ſtay,. - 
Come ſprightfull Bride-men, bring your charge away, 
Love's chariot. sfirted,and attendant _ | 
The ſeatsaretrim'd with Roſemary and Bayes, 

The which:ingeaious Art hath werdent kept 

Spight winters rage, by.tears that Roſes wept. 

Behold, ſhe moves! likeF#n9 in her ſtate, 

A troop of galant Yirgins on herwait; 

Condudt her gently then ( Zoves Uſhers) and 
Reſign her beauty to the honour'd hand 
Of her dear Choice, who'l not fail or miſſe, 
To hand her inthe chariot with a kifſe; 
 Co#pid drive on, it isalready time, | 

Hark, Hark, the Angels, they all-in; do chyme; 

Hold-rein, thy Doves ware at the Temple gate 
| Deſcend our match/eſſe pair with all their itate 

And Nuptiafi train: and ſummon then the Graces, 

For todirect them to their ſeverall places , 

Where whilechey fit, great Hymen we thee pray 

T' in-augnratethis folemne Mariage-day.. ; 
And fince ſo faraccompany'd th'are come, 

Wich ſmiling Yenzs, and her wanton fonne, 
Aflociared by the r7:umphant ſtate 

Of Foveand F#70 tor to celebrate 
"Thoſe ſacred rices, which theirchaſt vows en joyn; - 
To be performed at thy holy ſhrine. 


? 


IS 
Letall rhe odovrs which thy altars breathe 
A ſacred requiemto;rheir loves bequeath, . + 
Crown them with Myrzle. chaplets, -and preſent. 
Them with the treeſwres of all ſweet content. 
Let no ſad Omen,no alternate fate, 
The happy juncture oftheir hearts tranſlate. 
May Loves ſweet language evermore diſpute 
All differences, which kifles ſtill confute. 
And if perchance, there any que3#1on riſe, 
Silencerheir #ongues, and plead it wichtheir eyes. 
Bleſſe chem with allchy chief delights, and bliſſes, 
And bleſle them in th' exjoyment of my wiſhes. 
$o ſhall chis day, the well penn'd Pro/ogue prove 
Of rheir lives 407, in the Scens of love.' 
Theſe wiſhes heard, great Hymen now proceed, 
Perform thy office, by the Gods decreed: - | 
Their hands, their hearts, their ſouls'and thoughts conjoyn 
Andbindrhem faſt with thy re/igiows twine. _ 
They both conſeat, and in their vows appeal 
To | tony ro witneſle, what their hearts 6 ſeal. 
Yertlet thoſe zyes that ſhall confine and hold 
Their congruoms loves, be wrought of pureſt gold: 
Thar ſo they may like Fems, thoſe lockers wear 
Not as ub knots, that irkſomeare. 
Love's duty ated, ev'ry one haſts back, 
Where Ganymed preſentsthem healing Sack - 
The Bridegroom: ina rich-impleated bowl, 
Commendsa health ro his ſponſes ſout, 
Which ſhe accepts, and asa pledsg lers ſlip 
A Robe and Rwbie from her orient lip , - 
Which ſcarceaccompliſht, ſeerhe Youngſters freight, 
Asifall Tarquins, put herto a ſtrait, 4:5rt 
Nor can her prayers prevail , alchough ſhe begs: 
Ir's for the garters that ſurround herlegs: _ 
But thoſe whoſe fortune could notreach fo high, 
Snatchat the ribboxs which her ſbooes do rye. 
The Firgine hey. faſt for, recreation, 
Plunder the Bridegroom, of his viſitation.. .. 51 
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And other fancies: which they multiply 
With their conceits: as in their- fans they tic 
Thar regiment of knick-knacks: which as prize 
Now at the metrcy of their uſage lies. 
This battleover, they invent new ſport, 
One tels a ſtory how Loves-. Queen did court 
Unkind Adons : whilft her Mate cryes fie, 
How was he bred, that could a @wees denie. 
The young men intermix, and act cheir part 
One vows l'hath loft , and there muſt finde his heart. 
A ſccond tels his Lady, that he ſpies. 
Cupid diſcharge his arrows through her eyes. 
A third proteſts, that F#xo, nor the graces, 
Could ever trip it as his Mrs. paces : 
Which ro maintain, the Muſique, he ordains, 
And with the Yirgin danceth to their ſtrains. 
A fourth colle&s freſh Flowers, another ſeeks 
A Myne of Rabies, in his Madem's cheeks. 
All are imploy'd, ſome kifle the Brides fair hand, 
Others obſerve how all things order'd ſtand. 
Whilſt ſome applaud the Bridegrooms happy fate. 
And give Encomiamsto themariage ſtate, 
Mean- while the rables are moſt richly difhr 
With delicares, and if the Gods had wkiſhr 
Toentertain their Loves, could not have been 
With greater ſtate, and order ſerved in. 
The Bridegroom's health goes round, which is. reply*d 
With full brim'd wiſhes, co his fairet Bride. 
The day,thus haſtens, ro another Spher, 
We lcavethe table, wearied with great chear. 
The evening fals, THuftrious Svf retires, 
Andin his room comands lefle ſparkling fires : 
Night in her Zove-h00d, having over-drawn 
W ith tiſſu'd Cypreſſe Heavens theriall Lawn. 
Enters(the friendly crowd) artyr'din Jer, 
Wirh gliſtcring oes, and bar richly ſer, 
And whiſpers Yeaws; who ſtreight ſteps afide, 
And telsthe errand, to thebluſhing Bride, 
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Who apprehends it ; and without delay, " © 

The ſienall given, numblyrrips away - + 

Unto Loves rendevows., Fhe Virgins race -- | 

Her gracefull ſteps; and follow her apace.-: - ++ 

Amongſt whichttain, fome few pine Matrons preſſe; **) 

W ho while th"unrobe her, preach the happinefſe © -- 
Ofthoſe ns agrcnays and delicious ſweets, 

' Experienc'd by them in ti. Nuptial! ſheets. 

Reveſted then in her laſt veſtal tyres, 

The non plus nltra of her Yirginfires: 

They with good counſell guide her to the bed, 

(Where (Godbe with't) adieua Maiden-head.) 

Where hardly lay'd, the rhe 3m gently knocks, 

The door ſome /irgiz,with a ſmile,unlocks: 

Saluting all he enters, and apace | 

Hiesto the bed, his Faireft roimbrace, 

And e'rethe YVirginsare aware, undreſt, 

He by theſide ofhis dear Zovedoth reſt, 

Wholike a S&i#t doth lye, the Fairie Quren 

Was in her night cloaths n'er ſo pretty ſeen: ' 

Th' unruly troop of Towng##ers, fol wing, throng; 

Andtaxe the Ladzes of a mighty wrong, 

In ſorranſporting,ſcorgtly;the griap 7; 

Wirhouttheir knowſedge'rCrewas cfpy'd: = 

Which they excuſe with ſmiles, and then incite 

Themall ro go, and bid the Bride good night: h E 

Which they perform, each pouring forth his wiſhes ; | 

And ſo rerreas, taking their leaves with kiffes. : 

The room now clear'd. our Zover he ifvites 

His pretty Conſort to unknown delights: © 

She not acquainted withthe complement, 

Secks, with her ſighing Rheth'rique,to prevents: 

His forward will, and begs that,as a Maid, 

He'l nor preſume her honour to invade. 

Hepleads 'cis lawfull, by rhe Gods decree, 

She argues ſtill, and craves repreev'd to be: 

Mean-while he rakes her in his 41m'rozs arms,. 

And having whiſper'd ſecretly ſome charms, 


The 
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The Magick works: dt boblind loves Hack art, 

I know not how, hath ſciz'd him of her heart. 

With which rich J ewell, I will leaychim bleſt, 
And recommend them torhcir private reſt. 


< may.pleaſe ro remember,” 
| 5 uſt, 'ewixs thys and next _. 


